
Dear Ambassador Miss Dorothea-Maria (Doria) Rosen,  

Please pardon us to attach the resolutions passed by Yap State Legislature in January, 

April, and September 2012 concerning the controversial foreign investment in Yap State. 

In the hardcopy we delivered to you on October 16, we included two Yap State 

Resolutions (No. 8-31 and No. 8-53) relating to the Chinese investment. Now, we humbly 

attach all Yap State Resolutions regarding the ETG investment. Please forgive us in 

delaying uploading the files due to the very limited internet service in Yap. 

 

We sincerely appreciate you for taking time reading our letter and concerns. Yet, we 

would like to respectfully inquire a question in relation to your comment on ETG's 

(Exhibition & Travel Group, China) investment in Yap. According to Yap State News 

Brief, October 17, 2012, the issue about ETG’s investment in Yap was brought up to you 

during your introductory tour at the meeting with two traditional Councils. We quoted the 

paragraphs here, also forwarded the News Brief as below. 

 

 

“During her visit with the two Councils, the issue on the ETG Investment in Yap was 

brought up and was also discussed.  

  

The Ambassador mentioned that with the continued decrease in compact funding, the 

FSM needs to bring in investments from any country in the world that could help 

improve the nation’s economy. 

  

The Councils raised a question concerning an issue being circulated around in the 

communities that relation between the US and FSM governments could weaken if Yap 

accepts ETG to bring in its investment. In her respond, the Ambassador said the US is 

not against the Chinese Investment in Yap, in fact Yap has made the right choice to 

sign the Investment Agreement with ETG.”  

 

Resource: Yap State News Brief, October 17, 2012 

 

After reading the News Brief, we are particularly curious about your remark, “In fact Yap 

has made the right choice to sign the Investment Agreement with ETG.” May we 

respectfully inquire: in what circumstance was this statement being made? 

 



We are sorry for bringing up this question to you. We fully agree with your stance that US 

is not against the Chinese investment in Yap. Indeed, Yap State citizens are welcoming 

any kind of investment as long as it is aiming toward an economically, environmentally 

and culturally sustainable scheme. However, as we have expressed in the letter written to 

you on October 16, as well as what has been shown in the petitions, resolutions and 

public letters we have attached for your information, transparency in government’s 

decision-making, along with public awareness and involvement, were completely missing 

in the whole picture pertaining ETG’s investment. A massive-scale investment project 

consisting of hotels with 4,000 to 10,000 units, several golf courses and casinos does not 

prove to be an environment-culture friendly development. Furthermore, the Cooperative 

Investment Agreement signed on August 11, 2012 by ETG and the Yap State 

Government
1
 while the majority of citizens were neither informed nor aware of, entirely 

epitomized the lack of public involvement and procedure justice in the ETG investment 

process. We highly respect your capability and experience as an US Ambassador; 

however, given all reasons we have mentioned, we are sorry that we really could not 

agree with you that “Yap has made the right choice to sign the Investment Agreement 

with ETG.”  

 

For the explanations listed above, therefore, we write to reverently inquire for 

clarification or confirmation. May we know in what circumstance the statement “Yap has 

made the right choice to sign the Investment Agreement with ETG” was made? 

Additionally, we would like to know, after reading our letter and the pertaining 

documents, would you still hold the same opinion relating to ETG investment in Yap? 

 

We apologize, again, for explaining the unhappy truth underlying the ETG development. 

We apologize for raising our utmost concerns for Yap state’s sustainable future as well. 

 

We look forward unreservedly to hearing from you! 

                                                      
1
 Interestingly, according to the Cooperative Investment Agreement, "State" by definition refers only to 

executive branch of the Yap State Government, excluding legislature and judiciary branches. The definition 

of the “state” is quoted below,  

 

"State" means the Government of State of Yap as represented by the Governor of the State of Yap, the 

Executive Branch and its divisions, political subdivisions, instrumentalities, authorities, agencies, and 

specifically limited to the scope of authority which the Governor may executive pursuant to the laws of 

the Constitution and the State of Yap. 

 

Please refer to ETG-Yap State Cooperative Investment Agreement, Section 1, Definitions and 

Interpretations. We have attached the hardcopy in the folder delivered to you on October 16. 



 

All the best, 

 

Concerned Citizens group 

 

Contact: Nicholas Figirlaarwon 

Telephone: (691) 350-2193 

Cellphone: (691) 950-2411 

Email: figirlaarown@yahoo.com, yapstatecitizens@gmail.com  

 

 

 

 

---------- Forwarded message ---------- 

From: "YapStateGov.org" <webmaster@yapstategov.org> 

Date: Wed, 17 Oct 2012 16:43:44 +1000 

Subject: News Brief: 10/17/12 

 

BRIEFS 

October 17, 2012 

  

US Ambassador Concludes State Visit 

  

COLONIA, Yap – Her Excellency Doria Rosen, US Ambassador to the Federated States 

of Micronesia has returned to the nation’s capital after concluding her first introductory 

visit in the State of Yap from October 13 to October 17, 2012. She was greeted upon her 

arrival at the airport by Protocol Personnel on Saturday and was escorted to the Hotel by 

Police. Ambassador Rosen was accompanied by two of her staffs, Deputy Chief of 

Mission Hon. Michael Ordonez and Political & Military Affairs Assistant Lynn 

Pangelinan. 

  

Ambassador Rosen began her tour of the Island on Sunday with visits to the Seabees 

team on CCAD projects and other projects in Yap being funded by the Office of Insular 

Areas at the Department of Interior. She also held a meeting with members of the 

American Community in Yap on Sunday. 
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On Monday, October 15, 2012, the US Ambassador paid courtesy visits with State 

Leaders including Governor Sebastian Anefal, Speaker Henry Falan, both Chairman of 

the two Traditional Councils of Pilung and Tamol, Chief Justice Cyprian Manmaw and 

other officials of the State Government. 

  

The United States Ambassador held a joint meeting with the two Traditional Councils on 

Monday where she discussed the type of assistance that the Leaders should consider as 

something needed to mitigate the impact of the continued rise in sea level especially the 

low Atolls within the State.  

  

During her visit with the two Councils, the issue on the ETG Investment in Yap was 

brought up and was also discussed.  

  

The Ambassador mentioned that with the continued decrease in compact funding, the 

FSM needs to bring in investments from any country in the world that could help 

improve the nation’s economy. 

  

The Councils raised a question concerning an issue being circulated around in the 

communities that relation between the US and FSM governments could weaken if Yap 

accepts ETG to bring in its investment. In her respond, the Ambassador said the US is not 

against the Chinese Investment in Yap, in fact Yap has made the right choice to sign the 

Investment Agreement with ETG.  

  

The State hosted a welcoming reception for the US Ambassador and members of her 

delegation at the Marina on Monday, October 15, 2012. 

 

During the welcoming reception on Monday, Governor Anefal delivered the welcoming 

remark on behalf of the State Leadership welcoming Her Excellency to the State and ask 

that she makes more time avail to the state of Yap in particular being the outlaying State 

far-west in the region. Governor Anefal thanked the Ambassador for paying her 

introductory/credential visit to Yap after short time in office a sign of commitment. 

  

He welcomed her in advance to the upcoming canoe festival in November and also Yap 

Day in March 2013. More importantly Governor assured the Ambassador that the State 

has been and will continue to work hand in hand with the US Government thru the FSM 

to better facilitate the compact operation throughout the years.  



 

Madam Ambassador reciprocated the Governor's remark by thanking the State 

Leadership for their hard work and said she was happy to have had the chance to visit 

Yap State. She touched briefly on the importance of getting acquainted with each other 

and noted that the US and FSM have been friends for a long period of time, where 

nothing should be difficult anymore other than working together like the Governor 

mentioned. "There are many things ahead of us, but what's important is to work out the 

differences in what we believe in. We must work together in understanding the 

importance of development and we hope to help", said the Ambassador.  

 

State representatives presence at the function, along with Governor and Lt Governor were 

the Hon. Speaker Henry Falan of the 8th Legislature of the State of Yap, Council of 

Pilung Representative Peter Beyan, Council of Tamol Representative Peter  

Letawerpiy, Members of Governor’s Cabinet; Director Frank Haregaichig of the 

Department of Resources and Development, Director James Gilmar of the Department of 

Health, Director  Ruotpong Pongliyab of the Department of Youth & Civic Affairs,  

Acting AG Jeremiah Luther, Director Vincent Figir of the Department of Public Works 

and Transportation, Yap State Chief Justice, Hon. Cyprian Manmaw, National 

Congressman, Hon. Joseph Urusemal and other members of the 8th Legislature namely 

Chairman of Resources Education and Development (RED) Sen. Charles Chieng, Floor 

Leader Sabino Sauchomal, Sen. John Mooteb and Sen. Jerry Fagolimul. 

 

Ambassador Rosen- Dorothea-Maria (Doria) Rosen, a career member of the Senior 

Foreign Service, was sworn in as U.S. Ambassador to the Federated States of Micronesia 

on August 9, 2012, becoming the eighth person to hold that post. 

  

Most recently, she served as the Diplomat-in-Residence for the Midwest region, based 

out of the University of Illinois at Chicago. Prior to this position, she was the Deputy 

Principal Officer in Frankfurt, Germany. From 2004 to 2008, Ms. Rosen served as the 

Consul General in Bern, Switzerland. From 2001 to 2004, she was Deputy Chief of 

Mission in Reykjavik, Iceland. Her other overseas positions included: Visa Branch Chief 

in Frankfurt, Germany (1996-1999); Nonimmigrant Visa Chief in Manila, Philippines 

(1994-1996); Political Military Officer in Berlin, Germany (1991-1994); Consular 

Officer in Accra, Ghana (1989-1991); Deputy Chief Immigrant Visa Section in Seoul, 

South Korea (1988-1989); and Vice Consul in Stuttgart, Germany (1983-1986) and 

Bucharest, Romania (1981-1983). In Washington, Ms. Rosen has served as Director of 



the Office of Public and Diplomatic Liaison in the Bureau of Consular Affairs 

(1999-2001) and as an analyst in the Bureau of Intelligence and Research (1986-1988). 

Prior to entering the Foreign Service, Ms. Rosen served as an Army Reservist from 1979 

to 1981. From 1976 to 1979, she served on active duty in the U.S. Army Judge Advocate 

General’s Corps in Heidelberg, Germany. 

  

Doria graduated from Vassar College in 1972 with an A.B. in psychology and a minor in 

education. In 1975 she received a J.D. from Hofstra University Law School. She was 

admitted to the New York State Bar in 1976 and to the California State Bar in 1977. She 

has studied French, Romanian, and German. Doria has three grown children: Michael, 

Thomas, and Katharine. 

  


