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27TH Session Day Called to Order 
 

resided by Acting Speaker, His Honorable Ted Rutun, the 27th 
Session Day of the 2nd Regular Session of the 8th Legislature of the 
State of Yap was called to order 10:15 a.m. on September 19, 2012 at 
the Legislative Chamber. 9 members were present and Speaker Falan 

was excused.  
 
The 26th Session Day Journal of September 18, 2012 was not acted on as the 
staff are still putting the journal together.    
 
A letter from the Governor, requesting the Legislature to give serious 
consideration to passing a FY ’13 budget that allows the government to access 
local revenue by way of the General Fund, was considered.  
 
Senator Chieng stated that he presumes that JEMCO’s annual budget has gone 
through similar incidents in prior years. He further questioned if the general 
fund of the state of Yap has been replenished after the release of the compact 
funding.  
 
Senator Raglmar’s commented, saying he recalled the start of the 2nd compact 
assistance in 2004 which was delayed and the State general fund was used. He 
pointed to the similarities in FY ’04 and the current situation in terms of the 
replenishment of the local revenue used. 
 
Bill No. 8-87 was introduced by Senator Mulalap and Floor Leader Sauchomal. 
The bill is to appropriate the sum of $5.1M from the general fund to provide 
funding to fund the FY ‘13 annual budget under local revenues. 
 
A Standing Committee Report (SCR No. 8-71)was submitted by the 
Committee on Finance introducing Bill No. 8-87 to appropriate the FY ’13 
budget under local revenues, and that Bill No. 8-66 remains with the committee 
to be considered and amended when sector grants becomes available to be 
appropriated, and recommending the new local revenues bill to be approved 
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now. The committee, in its report, expressed it accord with the purpose and 
intent of the Bill No. 8-87, and recommends its passage on first and second 
reading. The report was then adopted.  
 
For consideration on second and final reading was Bill No. 8-82 which was to 
amend Title 11 of the Yap State Code, Crimes & Punishment, by further 
amending Section 01 for the purpose of specifying prohibitions on gambling 
and penalties.  
 
Senator Mulalap, the sponsor of the bill, stated the concern that was raised in 
the bill’s first reading. He stated that the main concern was the privacy rights of 
individuals. He explained that he had done his research on the issue and that 
the government can regulate areas where there is a public interest or there is an 
interest to be protected. He alluded to the government regulating the sale of 
both alcohol and tobacco to minors and other similar areas and that in this case 
the bill is to regulate gambling in the whole state.  
 
He further stated the ill-effects of gambling that we’ve read and seen on the 
media and its effect on the state. He further stated that anyone can certainly 
challenge the validity of a government law in court.  
 
Senator Chieng expressed his support of the intent of the bill. He then 
reiterated his concern as to the balance in privacy rights and government’s 
interest. He stated that the government can override privacy rights due to 
government interest and he worries that individuals at a family get-together 
would be in violation though gambling with friends and families for fun.   
 
Bill No. 8-82 was passed on second and final reading with 8 members in favor; 
1 abstained; and 1 excused.  
 
Also for consideration on first reading was Bill No. 8-87. The bill is to 
appropriate $5.1M from the general fund to provide funding for the Yap State 
FY ’13 annual budget under local revenues.  The bill was passed on first 
reading.  
 
Under miscellaneous business, Senator Mulalap brought up a rumor which he 
also brought up in the previous session and stating that a letter has been 
circulated among the members in response to the rumor. He then requested 
the Chairman of RED, to which the letter is addressed to speak on the letter 
from the Dept. of Education.  
 
Senator Chieng read the letter out loud which it said:  
 



  

 

“Due to groundless and uncorroborated information, on behalf of the Yap State 
Department of Education, I would like to categorically deny that eh Department of 
Education has any plans whatsoever, to have students greet ETG’s Chairman Den 
Hong upon his arrival in Yap anytime in the near future.” 

 
The Eighth Legislature of the State of Yap adjourned its 27th Session Day of its 
2nd Regular Session and to reconvene its 28th Session day on September 20, 
2012 at 2:00 p.m. in the afternoon. [] 


